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Am very ſenſible of the great honour you were pleaſed to 


. do mein your laſt, which I received immediately after our 
late unhappy Diſſolution 3 but could have wiſhed you would 
> have laid your Commands on ſome more able perſon, to 
have given you f(atisfaQtion in the matter you "there propoſe rela- 
ting to the Duke, who, you ſeem to infinuate, was like ( if the 
Parliament had continued ) to have received -hard meaſure. I 
- muſt ingenuouſly confeſs to you, I was not long ſince perfeAly of 
your-opinion, and thought it the higheſt injuſtice imaginable. for 
any Prince to be debar'd of his native Right of Succeſſion upon 
any pretence whatſoever. But upon a more mature deliberation 
and enqiry, I found my errour proceeded principally from the 
falſe notions I had took up of Government it {elf, and from my _ 
ignorance of the practices of al: Communities of men in all ages, 
. whenever {elf-preſeryation and. the neceſlity of their affairs obliged 
. them to declare their opinion in caſes of the like nature : To the 
the knowledge of all which, the following Accident I ſhall rclate 
to-you, did very much contribute. 
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| & | he on the wefoes prong ole tobe more 6-==4 
formed in 3 'and having extolled the lateHonſe' of 'Com- 
Trions as the beft number of" rhen that had ever fat withinithoſe 
Walls; andithat no Houſe had ever more” vigorouſly” main- 
tained and afferted Engliſh Liberry and Proteſtant Religion than 
they had done, as far as the-nature of the thin ngs t that came before 
them. and the -circumſtances of time would admit, (toall which 1 
very readily and heartily aſſented :) They then added, That the 
great Wiſdom and Zeal of that Houſe had appeared in nothing 
more, than in ordering a Bill to be .brought'in for debarring the 
Dake of TY. from inheriting the Crown. ATLaw they affirmed to 
'be'the moſt juſt and reaſonable in the world, and the only proper 
Remedy to cſtabliſh this Nation on a true and ſolid Intereſt, both 
in relation to the preſent and future times. | 
To which I could not but reply, That I begged their dion, if 
I differed from them in opinion 3 and did believe, that how ho- 
neſtly ſoever the Houſe of Commons might intend in that matter, 
yet that the point of Succeſfion was fo ſacred a thing, and of ſo 
high a nature, that it was not ſubjected to their cognizant : 
That Monarchy was of Divine Right: That Princes ſucceeded by 
nature and generation onely, and not by authority, adrmiffion; 6r 
approbation of the People 3 and conſequently, that neither the 
merit or demerit of their perſons, nor the different ihfluences from 
thence upon the People, were to be reſpected or 'had in confidera- 
tions but the Common-wealth ought'to obey-and ſubmit to the 
next Heir, without any further inquiſition 3. and if he proved. a 
worthy, vertuons, and juſt Prince, it was a 'great happineſs; 5 if 
unjuſt, barbarous, and tyrannical, there was no other remedy. but 
prayer, patience, and an entirc ſubmiſſion toſo ditfcult a diſpenſe 
tion of Gods Providence. | | 
'T had no ſooner ended my diſcourſe, but-one of che Genilenten 
(that was the moſt ſerious in the company) {ceing” me a-young 
man,gravely replyed, That' he could tot but: be extremely conetr- 
ned tohear that” ſiich/ pemitious Notions' agai 
 vernment had been'taught in the world: at'he 
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- hopeful a Gentleman ſhould be tainted with ba 
Friend coming in at the ſame time, proved to be one of thar 
, particular Acquaintance : z and both he and I readily complicd with 
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4 f. 
a very;high.Ct 
ho, had. endeavoured las it. pies = ot Reply 
Rice toall young Gentlemen under-their-caxe) ets achai 
with:ſuch principles,as would. enſlave my. mind-to their; F 5a 
and the 'Monardhical. part of the Government, without any regard 
at.all to.the Ariftocratical and Popular 3 and that fat ; Parſonages, 
Prebend{hips; Deanaries, and. Epiſcopal Sees, were the certain 


and. conſiant Rewards of ſuch Services : That the place we were 


in;, was alittle too publick for diſcourſes of this nature 3. but.if.I 

would accept of a Bottle of Wine at the:next Tayern, he would 

undertake to give me juſter meaſures 3 addin ng, It was pity-{o 
P 


rinciples. . My 


{o generous a motions. 

We had no ſooner drank a Glaſs round, but the old Gentle- 
man was pleaſed to renew his diſcourſe, and fid, It was undoub- 
tedly true, that the inclination of -Mankind to live. in company 


(from whence come Towns, Cities, and Common-wealths ) did 


proceed of Nature, and conſequently of God; the Author of Na- 


ture. | So likewiſe Government, and the Juriſdiction of Magi- 


firates in general ( which does neceſſarily flow from the liwing 


together. in ſociety) is alſo of Nature, and ordained by God for 


the common good of Mankind z but that the particular ſpecies 
and forms: of this or that Conerndaent, in this or that manner, 
to. have many, few, or one Governour 3 or that they ſhould have 
this or that Authority, more or leſs, for a longer or a ſhorter time 3 
or whether ordinarily. by  Succefſion or , by Election, all .theſe 


things ( he ſaid ) are ordained and diverſified by. the particular 


litive, Laws of every Country, and are not eſtabliſht either: by 
om Natural - or: Divine, but lett by God unto every Nation.and 
Country, to pitch. , upon what form of 'Government they... {hall 
think moſt proper to-promote , the common Good 'of the: OR 
and. belt Sdapind, to.the arg conſtitutions, .and.other ci 
fiance of,; the People 3 which. agcordingly, for, the ſame, x 
may: be. al xn Or 5 IT ,any. of ics parts, by the prom 


- conſent; A Ends and governed,/ whenever they ſhall ſee 
:T realonablc — {o to do: all which A plainly, both from 
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Kings, and then Conſuls ; whole arthority they afcerwards fimie- 
td: dare a Senate, by adding Tribunes of the peoples and in extra- 
emergencies of t Common-wealth, they were _—_ 
For tint © iQators;and aft of all by Emperours, - S5 rfatit's' 
= » iſtrate has his particular Government, or arj II ro 
in it, by any Inſtitution of Nature, but 'onely & the 
Fr pri Conſtitution” of the Common-wealth within it" {Hf 
And 2s the kinds of Government are different, fo alf6 'are the 
imeaſiirts/of Powet and Anthority 1 in the fame kind. in+ <Gifferent 
' Countrits”” 

I ſhall 'begin (C faid he') with that of che Ronan Penpivs, 
which though it be the firſt in dignity anvngt Chriſtian Princes, 
yet it is fb reſtrairied'and limited by the particular Laws ' of: thi 

pire, that he'cah Co-much Teſs in his State; 'thim other | 
im theirs. *He can neither make' War, nor (exact: 299 Contribr- 
tion of Men or Monicy, but by the confer of all 'the*Stat&s'of the 
German Diet: And'as for his Children and Rdatviars;" they have 
no intereſt or pretence to ſircceed; birt onely by Elton; they 
ſhalt be thought worthy. Nay, the-chiefelt Artick- che Fraperotir 
ſweats 'to keep it his 'admiſſion to that Hononr,-is; That he'fhall 
riever endeavor : wo make che Digyiey 'of the Empire Hered rary 
to tris Family, © #3 een 
A Boat and th Pronce: this Privil es-of Kings'zre ninth 
moye ettiinent,” both ir Power and fucc ;-chetr or x 
wore abſolute, every Order" of theirs- having-the * 

Law, andheie next 0 of _—_ docs ordinarily: merit, Sc 
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Thar fe ond te One 5. of kool 1 ſhall give vg? b- 
Nig ivy in order. 


firſt let us ook abroad, ad ſet how chings have been car-. 
ried, as to this point.in other Countries: 

- - Athotigft the Pry, the Laws of Succeſſion did ordinarily hold; . 
- and accoltionly ehobvam, the lawful Son and Heir of Solomon, 
Ry after his Farhers deceaſe, went to Sichem.to be crowned and ad». 

| _ Thy the People : and thewhole body of the people of Iſrael 
wet hae togerher, did (before they. would admit bim 
_ inmoful ing) make unto him certain Propolitions for taking - 
away ſome heavy Taxes that had been impoſed on them b Y 
Father Solomon; Which he refuſing to gratife them in, \ of os fol- 
lowing -the advice of yoimg men, ten of the Twelve Tribes.ims-. 
mediately choſe Feroboam, a Servant of Rehoboam's, a mcer Ranger... 
and of mean Paxentage, and made him their King 3 and Ged ap- 
it proved thereof, as-.the Scriptures in expreſs words do reltie : . 
"2 for when: eboboamn had' raiſed an" Army of One hundred and four- - 
bi ſore thofand.men, mtending by force of Arms to have juſtified | 
| _ Ris Chim; God appeared unto: "7 and command wh him to | 
to Rehobo oboam, and to the Houſe Judah and Benjamen, ſaying, 
; hk every man to bis houſe, for this thing is of me, SJaith the Lord... 
So that ay or God did (permit and allow this in his own Come | 
mwnwealth,which was to be'che Pattern for.all others, no doubt 
he will approve the ſame in other Kingdoms, whenever his ſervice. 
and ru or. the happineſs of the Weal-publick ſhall require it,... 
Inftance 1 ſball give you, ſhall be in Spazn, where 
Don Alonſo de 1a Cerds having been admitted Prince of Spain in . 
his:Father's life-time ( according to. the cuſtom of that 3 
married Bleancha, Daughter of Lewis the firſt Kin 157g and 
had by hertwoSons tamed Alonſo and Hernando. de la Cerda 
their Father (who was only Prince) dying, before 4lenſp the ninth - 
oy King, . he recommended them to the Realm as awful Heirs. 
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eld at Segovee, in;the year,1276.: And.in, the. year/1284, (> 
Tonſothe ninth being dead) Don $S A REES ac Pos pg 
and the two Princes impriſoned 3 but at. the Mediation of Philip 
the, third, King of France, their Uncle, they were {et-free, .and:en- 
dowed with conſiderable Revenues in Land 3 and from.them, dg 
deſcend the Dukes de Medina Celi.at this day 3 and the preſent K. 
of Spain-that is in poſſeilion, deſcendeth from Don Sancho. _ ; 
In France, Lewis the fourth had two Sons, Lothairin, who ſuc- 
ceeded him, and Charles, whom he made Duke of . Lorrain. Lo- 

- tharin dying, left an only Son named Lewis, who dying without 
oc he had raigned two years, the Crown was to have, dey 
 ſeended'* on his Uncle Charles Duke of Lorrain. But the States;of 
France did cxclude him, and choſe Hwgo Capetus, Earl of Paris, for 

their King 3 and in an Oration made by. their .Embaſſador to 
Charles of Lorrain, did give an account of their Reaſons for ſ0.do- 

ing, as it is related by Belforeſt; a French Hiſtorian, in theſe yery 
words :. 44 | | WR: 57 "fy 
Every man kyoweth ( Lord Charles) that the Succeſſion of the Crown 

and Kingdom of France, according to the ordinary Rights and Laws 

of the ſame, belongeth unto you, - and not unto, Hugh Capet now. our 

King : But yet the ſame Laws which do.give unto you ſuch Right 

of” Succeſſion, do judge you alſo unworthy of the ſame >, for, that; you 


j4$ 


have not endeavoured hitherto to frame your life according to the. Pre- 
ſeript of thoſe Laws, nor according to the uſe and cuſtom of the King- 
dom of France 3 but rather hape allied your ſelf with the Germains, 
our old Enemies,” and have accuſtomed your ſelf. to their vile and. baſe 
Manners. Wherefore ſince you have abandoned, and forſaken. the an- 
cient Virtue, Amity, 'and Sweetneſs of your Country, your Country thas 
alſo abandoned and forſaken you \ for we have choſen Hugh Capet 
for ous King, and have put you by, and this without any ſcruple gn 
our Conſciences at all 3 eſteeming tt far better, and more .juſt,.to\lops 
#nder Hugh, Capect, the Poſſeſſor of the Crown, with enjoying, the aus 
cient uſe of our: Laws, Cuſtoms, Priviledges, and Liberties, than ws 
der you the next Heir, by Bloud, in Oppreſſion, ſtrange Cuſtoms, and 
Cruelty.” For as they who are to make a Voyage in @ Ship on a dange- 

roMs 
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opinion of his Virtue and Probity, was admitted King by the con- - 
ſent of the Realm, kis elder Brother Robert Duke of Normandy be- 
ing thenin the Warat Fernſalem. William dying, his younger 
Brother Henry, -by his ingenuity and fair carriage, and by, the af- 
fiſtarice of Henry Earl of Warwick, who had greateſt intereſt in the 
Nobility 3 'and Mawrice Biſhop of London, a leading-man amongſt 
the Clergy, obtained alſo the Crown. [And Robert Duke of  Nor- 
mandy was a ſecond time excluded. And though this King Henry 
could pretend no'other Title to the Crown than the Election and 
Admithon of the Realm, yet he defended it ſo well, and God pro- 
ſpered him with ſich ſucceſs, that when his elder Brother, Robert 


came-to'claim the Kingdom by force of Arms, he beat him in a 


'Pitcht"Battle, took him Priſoner, and ſo he died miſerably in 


Bonds. 


- King Henry had one only Daughter named Maud, or Matilda, 


who was married to the Emperor 3 and he dying without Iflue, 
ſhe was afterwards married to Geofrey Plantagene? Earl of Anjox in 
France; by whom ſhe had a Son: named Henry, whom his. Grand- 
father declared Heir-apparent to the Crown in his lite-time.3 yet 
after his death, Henry was excluded, and Stephen Earl of Bxllorne, 
Son of Adela, Daughter of William the Conqueror, was by the States 
thought more fit to govern than Prince Henry, who was then but 
a Child. And this was done by the per{ſwation of Henry Biſhop 
of Winchefter, and at the ſollicitation of the Abbot of Glaſtenbury 
and others, who thought they might do the ſame lawtully, and 
with'a good conſcience, for the publick good of the Realm. 


"But 


Lacaord| him Jy fare Law debarrcd <a 
_King/'$zephen from - inheriting the Crown, and 
g Earl of: Norfolk, 
Thus did the Parliament diſpoſe of the Crown. -ig-t 
which was in the year 1153. which-ſuthciently Proves 
have aſſerted. 
- The amy of all I have Gaid; amaunts to this: That "EY 
-ment in general is. by the-Law of Natuze, and canſequently che 
Ordinance of God ;: but that the different forms: of Govermrmant, 
:whether-to refide in one, few. or 'many 3, or whether --it ſhall he 
. continued by Succetfion or by Election, together with the different 
meaſures and limitations of Power and Authority in Governourys 
 . of the-ſlame. kind in ſeveral Countries :': all theſe things-;;'I ſay, 
are ordained by, and purely depend upon. poſitive, and humape 
Laws: From whence it will necefſarily penn That:-the fame 
| -humane Authority ( refiding in King, -Loxds, and CG 
here in, England ) which na being to choſe Laws for the good 
:-of the Community, is ſuperintendent over them, and both may 
and co make any addition to, or alteration of them, when 
-the- publick Good.and Weltare of the Nation: ſhall require it 
unleſs you will admit, That an humane Authority, eſtabliſhing, any 
"thing intentionally for the common good of the , Which in 
rract of time, by reaſon of unforc{cen circumſtances and emergen- 
\Cies, proves defiructive of it , has by that Ad concluded it {elf 
-and made that accidental cvil, moral and unchangeable 3 J which to 


oa IT and repugnant. 
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SIDERER puts this Queſtion, ViRs 
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And here Imight conclude : But becauſe a late PENTIONA- 


RY Pen has publickly arraign'd the Wiſdom, Loyalty, and Ju- 


ftice of the honoazable Houſe of Commons, on the account of this 
Bill I will ex ab»nd2nti add a word or two more to that particular. 
* Whereuponhe plauckta Paper out of his Pocket, cntituled, Great 


and weighty Confiderations relating to the Duke, and Succeſſor of the 


c. Which as ſoon as he had read unto us, You fee here 


Crown, 
(Gid he) the true temper of thoſe men, of whom I frlt gave you 
caution : There never was an endeavour (though in 4 Legal and 
Parliamentary way ) after any Reformation either in Church or 


State, but the Promoters of jt were ſure to be branded by them 


with the odions imputations of Fanaticiſm and Fattio: Nay, if 


the Country-Ele&ors of Parliament-men will not pitch upon 
{ach Rake-hells of the Nation as are. uſually propoſed by them, 
but on the contrary make uſe of their Freedom and Conſciences 
in chuling able, -upright, and deſerving perſons 3 and if good 
mnen thus choſen do but ( atcording to their Duty in the Houſe ) 
enquire ' into publick Grievances, purſue in a legal courſe notori- 
_ ous Offenders, and conſult and adviſe the ſecurity of the Go- 
vernment and Proteſtant Religion, the high Church-man imme- 


diately ſwells, and in paſlion tells you, That all this proceeds 


from the old Phanatick-Leven, not yet worn out amongſt the 


ple :: That we are going back again to Forty one and acting 


oyer afreſh the fins of our Forefathers. 


Thus ignorantly do they complement the Times and Perſons 


they endeavour to-expoſe, by appropriating to them ſuch Virtues 
as were common to good men in all Ages. But enough of 


this. | 


' In the next place, pray obſerve how hypocritically the C O N- 
Whee , 
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in Proveffgn Religion, 11-101 fred ths Natiag' bg 
iebty hand of God That tab Jeroboarn in thy Ring do 
? [And then adds,] Whether we (like that wicked Kin 
ndd fo far deſpair of Gods Providence in preſerving the "work of bi, 

own bands, as never to think, it ſafe, unleſs it be eftabliſhr on +he 
Diaick-ſands of our own wicked Inventions ? | viz. the Bill againtt 
the Duke.] - "7 s | FO REACT 4c T , 
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And throughout his whole Diſcourſe he frequently calls: al 
Care of preſerving our Religion, a Miſtruſt of God's Providence 
and on that ſcore. calls out to the Nation, O ye of Hite faink, Go. 
Now I will allow him, That the leaſt evil is not. to be done, that 
the greateſt and moſt important Good may enſue :* But that the 
Bill for Difabling the Duke is highly juſtihable both by the Taws 
of God, and Conſtitution of our Government, I think by my for- 
mer Diſcourfe I have left no room to doubt 3 and the Confiderer 
having ſcarce attempted to prove the contrary, it's prepoſterouſly 
done of him to give us his Ufe of Reproof, before he has clear'd 
his Doctrine. "OR 1.7 

However, I owe him many thanks for putting me in mind how 
Proteſtant Religion was firft eſtabliſht here in England « Tt was in- 
deed by the mighty hand of God influencing'the Publick Coun- 
cels of the Nation, fo that all imaginable care was taken both by 
Prince and People, to reſcue themſelves from under the Romifſh 
Yoke and accordingly moſt excellent Laws were "made againft 
the Uſurpation and Tyranny. of that Man of Sin. Our Noble 
Anceſtors in thofe days did not palliate a want of zeal for their 
Religion with a lazy pretence of truſting in Gods Providence 3 
but together with their Prayers to, and Afﬀance in Heaven, they 
joined the acts of their own'Duty,without which,(they very-wdl 
Knew) they had no xcaſon to expett a bleſſing from it 

But now be'pleaſed to take notice of the Candor of this wor- 
thy Conſiderer Nothing Jeſs will ſerve his turn, than the proving 
all'the Voters for the Bit guilty of the higheſt Perjury « For (fays 
he) they have all ſworn in the Oath of Allegiance to bear Faith and 
zrue Allegiange to Hit Majeſty, His Heirs and Sucteſſors : But the 
Duke is Heir, Ergo, &c, Avery hopeful Argument ane 
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"But be Ig al aig "It 5. R be aflnged but pond 
rer's Do@trine does bring great inconveniencies/on ey es i 
the next Heir (by his way of arguing) is let looſe ſrom-all the 
CABIN and Penaltics of Humane Laws 3 and has no other 
Des Tee him not'to ſnatch the Crown out of the hands of the 
or, than pougy y thoſe of his own Conſcience; which is 
wort Mr. Conſt erer's higheſt conſideration, F- 
Il apecly take notice ” one Objection more, and then 1 CON- 
cg 1716 th I have too much treſpaſſed o on your patience al- | 
ready.) 
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And truly Gentlemen, werett ecaſe only ſo,l ſhopld be entity 
of his mind. But 'alas ! \'Popk (whatever Mr. Confideres. is; 
plcas'd to infinuate) is notan harmleſs innocent pexſwaſion of a. 
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